School of Theology at Claremont 


i 


UNNI I 


1 1325400 

















The Library 


SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
AT CLAREMONT 


WEST FOOTHILL AT COLLEGE AVENUE 
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA 





ee 
er 
a 
is ‘ 








Pa rting Words 





2S 


<4 } at Ln ne 
18313 ee a 
a O38 


Parting Words 


Being Selections from the Sermons of 
Doctor Martin Luther 


on JOHN xiv-xvir 


Translated by 
Charlotte Ada Rainy 


joe 


§ With an Introductory Note by 
¥: Robert Rainy, D.D. 
is < Principal of the New College, Edinburgh 
fi iS 


: 


Oliphant Anderson &8 Ferrier 


30 St Mary Street, Edinburgh, and 
21 Paternoster Square, London 


Nee 


PRINTED BY 
TURNBULL AND SPEARS. 
EDINBURGH 


Theology | ibrary 
SCHOO Cr * TEOLOgy 
AT CLAREMONT 
California 


INTRODUCTORY 


THE sermons from which the following 
selections are made, have not, so far as 
I know, been translated into English. 
They were preached in or after A.D. 
1537, during a period when the Re- 
former had undertaken to supply one 
of the Wittenberg pulpits. They were 
taken down from the preacher’s lips, 
and they have the characteristics of 
extempore utterance. But they were 
reckoned by Luther himself among those 
of his productions which satisfied him 
most; and in after days he often turned 
to them. 

Luther himself remarks on the com- 
bination, in the Gospel according to 
John, of simplicity of language with 
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great depth of thought and feeling. A 
preacher may be lured to texts in this 
part of Scripture by the easy and ele- 
mentary words; but he finds that to 
bring himself and his hearers to the 
spiritual point of view and to the 
spiritual experience which such texts 
embody is hard indeed. For this task 
Luther had special qualifications in his 
experience of sin and grace; also in the 
simple realism in which the subject 
matters of revelation presented them- 
selves to his mind. And if the part 
of the fourth gospel, here discussed, be 
indeed the heart of all that was com- 
mitted to St John to deliver from his 
Lord, what Luther has to say on it 
must, it would seem, deserve to be read. 

For present-day readers there may 
be something in - Luther’s way of 
handling his theme that is not quite 
congenial. Perhaps forty years ago. 
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what I am now thinking of might be 
less felt. 

Many pious people who aspire after 
fellowship with our Lord’s mind strive 
to train themselves to this, in the way 
of arguing out the reason of our Lord’s 
experiences, and trying to soar into it 
for themselves. They may be within 
their right in doing so; it is the way 
which their thirst for the living water 
prompts them to try. Yet perhaps it 
is often attended with a sense of strain 
and even of defeat. The desirable 
proves to be so much above the at- 
tainable. “They- seem, after all, ‘to 
continue on lower levels and to be left 
there. They seem to have tried to 
‘wind themselves too high”: not with- 
out some sense of unreality in the 
process. 

Luther rather took hold of things in 
the other way. This world of privilege, 
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of divine sympathies and experience, 
this atmosphere of blessedness, remained 
for him, always, part of the good news. 
It was continually to be believed. It 
was intended for us by Christ, and 
secured for us in His redemption: it 
is by Him offered and given. We, 
believing in Christ, with whatever con- 
sciousness of demerit and _ inaptitude, 
are called to believe it, claim it, rejoice 
in it. This was part of that wisdom 
which Luther commended—wisdom in 
the management of the personal pro- 
nouns. That, he maintained, is the 
wisdom of Faith, F aith—contemplating 
Christ — says “ Mine — my Saviour.” 
The same it says at every rehearsal of 
any of Christ’s benefits. So the reader 
of: these extracts will find that note 
virtually repeating itself; and some 
perhaps may tire of it. 


Indeed the question may be raised by 
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some readers whether this is not too 
simple, slight and superficial a way of 
contemplating these matters—it may 
seem to substitute for experience of the 
great life of a renewed soul a mere 
complacent taking of it for granted. 
And it is well to guard against danger 
on that side. Nevertheless, essentially, 
Luther is far more in the right than 
those are who might so criticise him. 
And it would be a great benefit to some 
pious and burdened souls if Luther could 
persuade them, in their consciousness of 
unworthiness and of failure, just to sit 
down and think how real and wonder- 
ful Christ is—and how glad they are 
of Him—that He is so real and so 
good, in Himself and in His gifts— 
also, and specially, that He and all 
His benefits are for them, for their 
very selves (from remission of sins and 
repentance onwards)—and though they 
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feel, and are, poor and fruitless, yet, 
wonderful to think, Christ is present 
with them—Christ, so sure of His own 
power and grace—Christ, so full of re- 
source for sinners—Christ, as He reveals 
Himself in these chapters of John:— 
and that their business is to count it 
all their own—yes, their own. Perhaps 
in this way they would find the ex- 
perience, the tasting and seeing, stealing 
in upon them, and becoming real in 
their hearts—more than by all their 
_strivings in another line. For under 
an economy of redemption there is in- 
deed a place for effort and striving — 
but in the main it is divine love, not 
our striving, that must lead the great 
train of spiritual blessings into our 
hearts and ‘lives. And so coming they 
bring a song with them :— 


“My heart is resting O my God, 
I will give thanks and sing.” 
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For, good as ethics 1s, we may be 
too ethical. There is a point in the 
doctrine and experience of salvation 
where ethics must give place, and 
Grace must reign in its stead. 

R. R. 


Il 





PREFACE 


In the fourteenth and two following 
chapters of the Gospel of John, we 
possess that beautiful discourse of the 
Lord Christ, which He gave after the last . 
Communion-feast, when He must now 
enter upon His Passion, and leave His 
dear disciples behind. He gave it in 
order to comfort them because of their 
present distress, on account of His de- 
parture; as also to strengthen them 
against the sufferings that should come 
upon them in the future from the devil, 
the world and their own conscience. 
And this is certainly the most choice 
and comfortable discourse that the Lord 
Christ gave in this world! St John is 
to be praised above the other evangelists, 
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Preface 
in that he has kept fast hold of such a 
sermon, and has left it for the consolation 
of Christendom as a jewel and treasure, 
with which no earthly good can compare. 
It would indeed be a grievous pity, and 
much to be lamented, had this sermon 
not been written down, and we had been 
deprived of such a treasure. 

Herein we find the kindest consola- 
tions and the sweetest words of the 
faithful, loving Saviour,—a parting 
legacy such as no other could ever offer 
to his nearest and dearest. We see here 
how He careth for them and taketh 
their part; and if only He may uphold 
them with His consolations, He forgetteth 
even the sorrow and anguish with which 
His heart is loaded; as He Himself had 
said to them “My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful even unto death.” His soul had 
entered already into the great battle with 
death and the devil, and yet it poured 
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out overflowingly the strong and 
hearty comfort, which belongeth to all 
Christendom, and which all should 
desire in times of need and sorrow. 
Moreover herein are most forcibly 
grounded and settled (as nowhere else 
in the Scriptures) the true, distinctive, 
and chief articles of the Christian belief; 
as for example, that of the three distinct 
Persons in the Holy Trinity, and specially 
that of the Divine and the human 
natures of the yet eternally undivided 
Person of the Lord Christ;—as also of 
the righteousness of faith, and of true 
comfort of conscience. Yea, Christ 
speaketh here of great things, how a 
man may assuredly meet with God and 
apprehend Him, so as to take his stand 
for Him ; and may be sure of His mercy 
so as to rest his heart upon it; and may 
hold on to this comfort against all 
opposition, ‘These doctrines are here 
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so forcibly and clearly established that 
by means of them we can mightily 
overthrow ll heretics and __ plot- 
ting spirits (whatever they call them- 
selves). 

It is therefore reasonable and right, 
that this discourse should be dwelt on 
and made use of with diligence through- 
out Christendom; and for ages past it 
has been the custom to distribute these 
three chapters in the Gospels between 
Whitsuntide and Easter, so that whoever 
hath a will thereto might thoroughly 
handle them during that period. To 
that end we too have used some diligence, 
and have taken in hand to expound 
them, both for the simple ones, but 
specially against the devil’s mischief 
makers (be they present or future), in 
order to preserve in its purity the true 
teaching of Christ and the Christian 
faith; and we commend herewith the 
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said discourse to devout Christians that 
they may learn it and call it to mind 
with all diligence as their treasure and 
comfort. 





PARTING WORDS 


“Let not your heart be troubled.’’—Joun xiv. 1. 


HERE we may see in the first place how 
heartily and faithfully the loving Lord 
Jesus taketh care of His dear disciples, 
so that He may not leave them without 
comfort. For it had now come to this 
with Him, that He must be separated 
from them that very night by His bitter 
Passion and cross (as He had many a time 
foretold them), and must leave them 
alone in great danger, fear, and alarm. 
For, up till that time, they had all 
been secure, and without fear, because 
that He had been Himself personally with 
them ; and they had seen how He had 
revealed Himself mightily to the people 
both by preaching and by miracles, so 
that they could not but set their hope 
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on Him; and even the High Priests 
and rulers themselves were in fear, and 
were careful how they might lay hold 
on Him, lest that all the people 
should stir up themselves against 
them. For which reasons, the apostles, 
although they were but poor insignificant 
people, yet were without care or fear, 
and behaved rather as if others should 
stand in fear of them. For they reasoned 
thus :—“ Because that this man liveth 
for us, we stand in no danger; He can 
well protect and save us.” 

Hence the apostle Peter was such a 
splendidly brave man and courageous 
apostle, that he offereth even to die with 
Christ, although all the rest should deny 
Him, and began to shew it by his deeds. 
Thus, when the Jews would seize upon 
the Lord, he placeth himself so. as to 
protect Him, and beginneth to wield the 
sword, unmindful that the band was a 
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large one, and had come armed with 
weapons. And in short, so long as they 
had Christ beside them they had no need 
to be anxious, and would even answer 
for the safety of others besides them- 
selves. 

But now that Christ announceth to 
them that He must part from them; He 
-sheweth and foretelleth to them that it 
would now be with them far otherwise 
than in time past, that it was now come 
to this that their hearts must be tried by 
fears and alarms. And even so it came 
to pass; for after that He had been so 
shamefully and wickedly put to death, 
their hearts soon began to fail them, so 
that they hid themselves for very fear. 

Yet, it was verily a, hideous and terrible 
case, that the Christ who had been so 
feared by all the councillors and priests 
in Jerusalem, had become of a sudden so 
helpless and so forsaken, that He falleth 
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into the hands of His enemies, who mis- 
handle Him in the most terrible manner 
and condemn Him to the most shameful 
death. He is no longer the Christ who 
wakens the dead, who casts the buyers 
and sellers out of the temple, and doeth 
such wonders that all were astonished 
thereat. So weak and despised has He 
become as the most miserable creature on 
God’s earth, whom all would trample 
under foot, and even the very meanest 
dare to spit upon Him. 

What a fall is this from the former 
glorious manifestation, so much so that 
the disciples, being still weak in faith, 
must fear and tremble and call out, “ Ah! 
where shall we now dwell? He has been 
our trust and consolation, but He is now 
away, and we have no one any longer 
who can protect or help us. Now our 
enemies are strong and mighty, but we are 
weak and forsaken by the whole world.” 
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Christ provideth against such future 
sorrow and fear as a faithful tender 
master, by offering this comfort and 
advice, that they might remain steadfast 
and not despair. He foreseeth what they 
must meet with, so that when it had 
come to pass, they might think of what 
He had said to them before and how He 
had admonished them: “ Let not your 
heart be troubled.” As if He would say: 
“T know full well, my loved disciples, 
how it will go with you, when I depart 
from you and leave you all alone, even 
that much fear and dread will come upon 
you. Also such things will happen to 
Me as will give you great cause of despair, 
and make your heart melt for very fear, 
and ye shall not know where ye should 
dwell. ‘Therefore I say unto you before- 
hand, let not your heart be so easily 
moved, but be courageous and prepare 
yourselves for the conflict, so that (should 


23 


Parting Words 


it come to this) then think of mine 
admonition that ye let not your hearts 
so soon be troubled.” 


For much depends on this, that the 
heart be fortified; so that when mis- 
fortune and alarm come upon it, we may 
know of a hiding-place, or have some- 
one who can speak to us or remind us of 
some comforting word ;—then every- 
thing is easier to bear. Therefore He 
giveth this discourse beforehand to reveal 
coming trouble, and to supply comfort, 
when they should hereafter remember it 
and be helped. And yet this same 
comfort did not so soon console, nor did 
it work effectually until after the Holy 
Ghost came. For, at the time that the 
Lord had departed, there was neither 
heart nor courage left in them, nor.could 
they hold their own against a helpless 
maid. All His words and works were 


24. 


Parting Words 


as though they had not been, and His 
consolations were altogether forgotten. 
But it was not on their account, but for 
us, that this has been written; that we 
also might learn to use the same comfort 
in present and future need. Every 
Christian who has been baptized and 
has given himself to Christ must lay his 
account with and provide himself against 
this, to wit, that he will meet with fear 
and anguish, such as will make his heart 
to fail and be discouraged by means of 
one opposition or another. 

For a Christian, if he would indeed 
cleave unto his Lord, hath enemies over 
and above measure. The world and the 
devil make daily attacks on him, body 
and soul; add to which his own flesh, 
reason and conscience; which latter 
plagueth him so that he is easily made 
afraid, and his own heart faileth him. 
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These same great causes of fear and 
alarm one thinketh but little of, so long 
as they are not present; although such 
an experience is foretold to all Christians, 
in order that they may learn to accustom 
themselves thereto. The world is so 
mad and foolish, so blind and obdurate, 
that when some prosperity comes, and 
remains, it thinketh that it shall always 
be so and foreseeth no disaster; it liveth 
on as if both devil and misfortune ex- 
isted not. On the contrary when 
anguish and need come upon it, then 
it is utterly dismayed, all heart and 
courage are gone, as if there were to 
be eternally no more comfort or hope. 
A Christian should not act thus but 
rather consider: ‘ Should all be peace 
to-day, yet to-morrow it may be quite 
otherwise. The devil can soon shoot 
another arrow into thine heart, or another 


temptation may meet thee. Therefore, 
26 ‘ 


Parting W ords 


see to it that thou art armed for the 
same, from whatever quarter it may 
come, that thou mayest stand and hold 
fast and draw consolation from the word 
of God.” 

Now Christ knoweth right well that 
if we would remain His and hold by 
baptism, the sacraments and the evangel, 
it can no otherwise be but that we must 
have the devil as our enemy; who pur- 
sueth us without ceasing with all his 
might, and maketh for us, soul and 
body. If God preventeth so that he 
cannot touch thee in: one day, yet he 
-leaveth not off with lies and trickery so 
that he may at least rob thee of thy 
courage and confidence, and may bring 
thee into unrest and sadness, and later 
on into other dangers. Since then it 
must be so that we encounter the fiery 
darts of the devil and be plagued and 
martyred by him, therefore hath Christ 


ae 


| Parting Words 


admonished and comforted us against all, 
that we may be ready for it and may 
not let the devil take us in so easily, 
or bring us into sorrow and despair. 
Therefore let us take this comfort to 
ourselves, and so imagine and grasp it 
that we may be able to use it, and may 
Strengthen ourselves therewith when we 
feel tribulation and sorrow; as if we 
heard Christ saying to us words such 
as these— What doest thou? Wilt 
thou on that account be frightened unto 
death? Be of good comfort and keep up 
heart; all is not lost, even although the 
devil, the world and thine own con- 
science plague and annoy thee, and thou 
dost not feel Me present with thee. 
Dost thou not remember that I have 
foretold it to thee long ago, and have 
left behind Me the consolation which 
should strengthen and uphold thee?” 
Behold, thus should we learn and 
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should accustom ourselves to make use 
of the consolations of the Lord Christ. 


If I am indeed a Christian and hold 
by Him then know I well that He 
speaketh with me. Now then, I learn 
both here and otherwhere that all His 
words are for our consolation; in fact, 
all that He doeth and sayeth are purely 
comforting words and works. 

Therefore this must be held certain 
and cannot fail of truth, namely that if 
one be sorrowful and have a _ heavy 
and fearful heart it cannot come from 
Christ. For He is not the man who 
causeth hearts to fear, or maketh them 
heavy and sorrowful. Nay, He has 
even come for this end and has done 
everything even to this end, and hath 
ascended into heaven, that He might 
remove far from the heart all sorrow 
and fear, and give instead a heart, a 
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conscience and thoughts that are full of 
joy. And so He promiseth to send His 
disciples the Holy Ghost, calling Him 
the Comforter, in order that He may 
strengthen and uphold them after He 
has parted from them in the body. 

Now if one could only learn and 
receive into his heart how Christ Him- 
self sayeth and beareth witness, that it 
vexeth Him when a Christian’s heart 
is sad or fearful, then he would indeed 
be well off, and more than half the battle 
would be won. 


When it comes to this, that I recog- 
nise the enemy that would alarm and 
sadden me, and know from whence 
come such thoughts and imaginings, 
then [ have already a strong rock and 
fortress on which to ground and settle 
myself, and defend myself against him, 
saying: “That is not my Lord Christ, 
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but it is the enemy of Christ, the hurt- 
ful devil.” For he deceiveth even the 
most devout hearts, in that he changeth 
himself into an angel of light, represent- 
ing and giving himself out, as Paul says, 
as if he himself were the Christ. But 
this is the mark whereby we may re- 
cognise him, in that he leaveth alway 
such a savour behind him, even a shame- 
fast, fearful, restless conscience. One 
can see this in all false teachers (who 
have this peculiarity along with their 
master, the devil), that they endeavour, 
but cannot succeed, in comforting or 
making happy a shamefast conscience. 
They only make the heart perplexed, 
sorrowful and heavy; so that they go 
about as starved or mad people, and 
hold it for a right spiritual life if they 
sally forth in a grey coat and with a 
drooping countenance, affecting a sour 
and sorrowful demeanour. ‘This is 
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nothing else but the devil’s puppet- 
play and delusion, who has even his 
pleasure in this, viz.:—to make hearts 
afraid, cowardly and despairing. Just 
so these followers of his institute a 
spirituality of sour looks, so that they 
never have right comforting thoughts or 
speak a cheerful word. A Christian’s 
life is indeed such that he hath outwardly 
much sorrow and temptation; yet can he 
have withal a trustful cheerful heart, and 
courage towards God, and may expect 
the very best from Him. Therefore, let 
us learn this well. Let there come over 
us what misfortune there will, pestilence, 
war, hard times, poverty, persecution, 
heavy desponding thoughts, which make 
the head to hang heavy and the heart to 
beat and tremble, we may yet be assured 
of this that such things are not of 
Christ and so guard ourselves from the 
devil, who can fashion and represent 
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igenecte in the name and form of 
Christ. 


“ Yea, verily” (sayest thou), “ but yet 
Christ Himself often terrifieth and 
threateneth in the Gospel, when He 
saith, ‘Repent ye. See Luke xiii, ‘I . 
say unto you except ye repent, ye shall 
all likewise perish.” These are the 
very words of the Lord Christ, and a 
shamefast conscience must always be 
afraid that it meaneth itself. ‘If, say 
_ what thou wilt, Christ speaketh so Him- 
self, who then can gainsay it?” Answer. 
“Therefore have I said that we should 
be good scholars, and learn to distin- 
- guish well when Christ findeth fault or 
threateneth, so that we may place that 
where it belongeth.” 

For, there are two kinds of people in 
this world, some are profligate and wild, 
who esteem not the word of God, and 
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live after their own pleasure secure from 
all fear. These same should take it to 
themselves when He threateneth, “‘ Think 
ye that they upon whom the tower of 
Siloam fell were sinners and guilty above 
all others; I say unto you, unless ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
Let the curse go to those to whom He 
speaks it (and no further); to the hard, 
proud, arrogant heads who concern not 
themselves with Christ and His word. 
This indeed is now the great majority, 
the bulk of the world in all classes; 
they go their ways, and let Christ preach 
unto them what He will, while they do 
as they will. 

Such one may confidently threaten 
and blame, and read such texts to, how 
Christ will say at the last day: ‘* Go 
hence, ye cursed, into everlasting fire.” 
But the other little flock (of whom Christ 
here speaketh) are those who would 

34 


Parting Words 


willingly be devout and live as Christians, 
who hold by baptism and Christ’s word, 
and comfort themselves as far as possible, 
so that they despise not the Gospel, nor 
covet, steal, lie and deceive, nor follow 
their own will, as do the other flock. 
These same are those that the devil 
attacketh with all sorts of plagues and 
misfortunes, so that he may make them 
afraid, sad and despairing. 


As for example he did to the apostles 
after the death of the Lord, driving 
them into a corner, so that they dared 
not let themselves be seen. But the 
others, the bold secure ones whom he 
ought to alarm and plague, he letteth 
go as they will, strengthening them in 
their wickedness, thus always doing 
contrary to Christ. Therefore we must 
distinguish and judge according to what 
people are, namely, when there is such 
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an one who loveth the Gospel and would 
gladly believe and live aright, let him 
learn to resist the devil, which plagueth 
and annoyeth him, and say to him: 
Thou liest, thou wicked devil, although 
thou come in the Lord’s name and use 
His words. For I have been baptized 
by Him and believe the Gospel and 
am (by God’s mercy) not one of the 
wild, profligate ones who. tread the 
Gospel under foot and live directly 
contrary to it, but I do and suffer 
according to the same, as far as I can, 
and would God I could do more. 
Therefore such like threatenings and 
terrible speeches do not concern me. I 
ought not and will not listen unto them, 
but will abide by what He speaketh to 
the poor little flock who suffer per- 
secution, misfortune, need and sorrow. 
Behold, if one could thus discriminate 
and thus distinguish, both sides were 
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rightly provided for, so that Christ 
might comfort those whom the devil 
would alarm and make to despair, and 
again might alarm those whom _ the 
devil maketh secure and presumptuous. 

What the devil spoileth and destroyeth 
that same must Christ build up and 
restore. And again, what the devil 
fostereth that Christ destroyeth, as in 
1 John ii. 1, “For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested that He 
might destroy the works of the devil.” 
Because then we should be aware of this 
therefore we should judge accordingly. 
Let us see to it that we be not without 
anxiety but rather fear when the devil 
flattereth us, z.e., letteth us have peace 
and good days; and again, not be de- 
spairing and troubled but trustful and 
confident, when he plagueth us with all 
kinds of misfortune whereby he can do 
us hurt, and let us say (when he would 
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make us to fear in Christ’s name,)—“ I 
will now hear of no more threatenings, 
for I know that this is not the will and 
meaning of my Lord Christ; for He 
biddeth me and all who believe on Him 
to be comforted and of good courage; 
therefore should He Himself threaten 
and alarm, yet I would not take it to 
myself. For that concerneth alone the 
proud, impenitent, hard and profligate 
despisers of His word and grace. There- 
fore, because I am a Christian and hold 
to my Redeemer let me not be confused 
by these passages. For although they 
be indeed the words of Christ, yet are 
they not brought forward at the right 
time or place, nor yet about the persons 
to whom they belong, nor as Christ 
would speak them, but are perverted 
by the spirit of lies, the devil who 
perverteth both the threatenings and 
the consolations for the flock to whom 
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they belong as he perverteth all God’s 
works, and changeth truth into falsehood. 
This would be indeed true science in a 
Christian, to be able to distinguish in a 
struggle, what cometh from Christ and 
what from the devil. But how difficult 
this is no one can believe who has not 
experienced it. For the devil can (as I 
have said) so clothe and adorn himself 
with Christ’s name and words, and so 
represent himself, that one could swear 
a thousand oaths it was verily Christ ; 
yet is it only the arch-enemy and anti- 
Christ. Therefore learn betimes if thou 
be a Christian, that thou canst be certain 
of it, that this is the devil’s messenger. 
For where Christ driveth to repentance 
and conversion from unbelief and a 
sinful life (as St Paul before his conver- 
sion), yet it lasteth not long. For He 
doeth it not in order to sadden thee, for 
He soon restoreth thee and comforteth 
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thee again. The devil acteth not so; 
he leaveth not the proud and impenitent 
in despair ; or, should they at the last fall 
into dread and anguish (as happeneth at 
the last to all such) then he leaveth them 
imprisoned therein, maketh no end 
thereof, but pusheth and presseth so hard 
that they must despair eternally if they 
are not established again by Christ. 
Behold, thus would Christ teach when 
He saith “Let not your heart be 
troubled”; as if He would say: “I die 
and depart from your sight and leave 
you behind Me in the world, where ye 
can neither see nor hear Me; but hold 
on to that which ye hear from Me, 
that ye may be of good comfort and 
courageous. For I will not be the one 
to terrify and sadden you; but when 
you hear such things conclude instantly 
that it is the devil’s spectre and deception. 
My voice (and by that ye may know 
40 
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Me, as the sheep their own shepherd) is 
rather ‘ Fear not, neither be afraid, ” 


“Tf ye believe in God believe also in 
me.” 

Here He giveth reason of the former 
words, with which He had begun to ad- 
monish them to be confident and fearless. 
“For ye as Christians,” saith He “ should 
not be too sad or fearful, because ye are 
not as those who, when they fall into 
sorrow, misfortune and misadventure, have 
no comfort orrefuge; they have no faith, 
nor keep God’s word; they place their 
confidence in earthly things and hold on 
with their heart to that which is present 
and visible; when that changeth, then 
changeth also their courage and confid- 
ence. ‘Therefore, when fortune changeth 
into misfortune, they fall suddenly away 
and despair as if all were over with 
them. These are people who have no 
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God, and neither know nor experience 
true comfort,—that comfort which can 
uphold and conquer in the direst need, 
even if all that we hope for, of that 
which is transitory and passing, should 
cease. Such people” (saith He) ‘ must 
ye not be. For ye have verily God’s 
word, through which ye have learned to 
know Him and believe on Him. Let 
others brave it out and boast of their 
transitory strength and happiness, but 
do ye console yourselves in that ye have 
a God and know Him; rely upon it 
that He is with you and can help you, 
as He has said to you through His word, 
and that He will certainly not fail 
you although all be against you, but 
will stand by you, protect you, and help 
you utterly, for that ye suffer all for His 
sake. . 3 


** Do ye now believe and rest yourselves 


42 


Parting W ords 


upon God? Then believe also on Me. 
If your faith be right that ye expect 
all good from God, then expect it also 
from Me. That which ye seek and 
wait for from Him of comfort and 
help, that expect also from Me. I will 
certainly not fail you—as little as God 
‘Himself. I have helped you up till 
now and have done all for you, that 
ye needed, and have shewn both by 
words and deeds that ye may dare to 
trust Me and may boldly rely on Me. 
I have never yet failed you and so 
will I be henceforward; I will not leave 
you, although I be not bodily present 
with you. For I still possess the same 
power and might, both from and with 
God. Only doubt and despair not, 
as if ye had lost both God and Me; 
but stand fast in the faith, and let not 
your conscience sink or weaken although 
ye should even see Me suffer and die, 
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and leave you behind Me alone. And 
as hitherto ye have seen and experienced 
in Me bodily help and protection, believe 
still therein, although it be not visibly — 
before your eyes. For if ye be My 
disciples and true Christians, ye must 
not be dependent on the sight and 
feeling of outward consolation, but ye 
must go further and learn the art (which 
is the very art of a Christian) of be- 
lieving undoubtingly that I can and 
will help you when ye cannot see or 
feel it;—- yes, in the midst of your 
sorrow and need, ye may always have 
the comfort that ye possess God and 
Me, although all else may forsake, or 
fall away from you.” And here seest 
thou clearly how Christ speaketh of 
Himself and witnesseth that He is equal 
with God the Almighty, inasmuch as 
He willeth that we believe on Him, 
even as we believe on God. If He 
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were not true God with the Father, 
then our faith were false and blasphem- 
ous. For the human heart must trust 
and rely on the one God alone, and 
what is trusted in or relied on besides 
this is pure idolatry. Whatever such 
idolatry may be, we may learn and 
gather therefrom, that these two words, 
Trust and God, belong to each other. 
For, where there is a heart that trusteth 
and relieth on something, that same 
thing is assuredly its God, even if it 
be a false God. And such it certainly 
is; and in the whole world idolatry 
reigneth (that which Christ  calleth 
Mammon) till that day come, when 
the one great God will shew Himself, 
as St Paul saith in Titus ii. 

But now the whole world boasts of 
the false God. He that hath that God 
is proud and assured, and asketh for no 
one beside; yet, even so, he owns that 
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pride, boasting or safety, cannot endure, 
except they are grounded on a God. 
Now if the God be right, then is the 
confidence right, and vice versa. There- 
fore our trust and comfort (if we are 
Christians and not of the world) should 
be placed in God and stand thus: “I 
am in the world, which is at enmity 
with me, as is the devil. My own 
conscience itself stingeth and troubleth 
me and would use everything to frighten 
me and drive me to despair. What 
shall I think therefore? Thus will I 
think: Since I see how a rich man 
trusteth and believeth in his idol, and 
if any one approacheth him too nearly 
and would fight with him, he hopeth 
certainly he will suffer no extremity 
because he possesseth the same—Should 
I not much more take comfort myself 
and rely upon my own eternal God?” 

Behold, thus should a Christian boast, 
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not of himself, nor of man, nor of 
Mammon, but of God. This is even 
what Christ calleth to believe in God: 
to let oneself be afraid of nothing that 
may fall out against us or come over 
us. For all the evil (He would say) 
that can befall you upon earth is slight 
compared with the gain that ye possess 
through this faith, For ye have such 
a God and Master as can recompense 
you a hundred times for every penny 
they take from you. Even should they 
deprive you of honour, of favour, of 
life, He can richly supply all these, and 
can procure for you, instead of this. 
short life, which ye must leave at any- 
rate, a life that is eternal which no one 
can deprive you of, so that one regardeth 
not the light affliction by reason of the 
great treasure that we possess in God. 
For in Him, we have eternal life, riches, 
power, honour—over against the poor 
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and beggarly things of earth, that all 
must leave behind them; for how many 
hundred thousand are no more, who 
have not taken a rag with them, and 
have disappeared into the abyss along 
with the idols in which they have 
trusted ? 


Now if ye have such confidence to- 
wards God, saith He, then have the 
same trust in Me. Here, sas. Ti said 
before, He maketh Himself equal with 
God, and requireth even the same 
honour as is due to Him: not that He 
would place another God beside the 
only one God, but rather He would 
shew that He will only now set up His 
Kingdom upon earth, and that He 
leaveth it even on this account, that 
He might take up His proper rule 
and office. Would He then take 
honour from the true God, and take 
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it to Himself? No; for this is His 
teaching, which is insisted on particu- 
larly in this very Evangelist St John, 
that He sheweth us the right way to 
take, and the right confidence to exercise, 
so as not to miss the true God. For 
thus do all Turks, Jews, sectaries and 
unbelievers; they set themselves in some 
corner or other and consult with their 
own thoughts how they may serve God 
and please Him; they exert themselves 
and do much for God’s will, part with 
their Mammon, and suffer also willingly, 
scorn, shame and misery; some allow 
themselves to be made martyrs of, and 
to be massacred even as do the true 
Christians. And this is certainly not 
wonderful, for we see every day what 
soldiers do, who for their wages, venture 
their lives in the face of bow and arrow. 
A merchant ventureth daily his life on 
the streets by reason of robbers and 
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murderers. In the same manner a 
pious citizen or nobleman must dare 
all kinds of fortune and misfortune for 
himself and his master or prince. All 
this is done for the sake of a transitory 
good; but how much more must be 
done for God’s sake? No wonder that 
men place in jeopardy their goods and 
possessions, and endanger their very lives 
where it is necessary; as we also have 
done in former times, in the false 
doctrine and. idolatry of the worship 
of saints. Have we not given more 
to St Lorenz and other saints than to 
God Himself? How much has not 
been given for the sake of St Anne, 
although we do not even know if she 
has ever existed? How many monks 
have we not maintained for the sake 
of St Francis, when one priest will not 
now be supported for the sake of God? 
For these were our Gods in which we 
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trusted, and all fancied God must 
also think: ‘“ These people invoke 
St Anne and St Francis so they are 
holy children.’ Thus reason all Jews, 
Turks and such like mad _ devotees, 
thinking that God hath regard to 
their worship and that when they 
shew honour to their Mahomed or 
another, He must count them for great 
saints. 7 

Thus also a monk when he keepeth 
his rule, thinketh God must be pleased 
therewith, as by a peculiarly worthy 
act of service. Whence come such 
thoughts? Truly they are directed on 
God, but not from Him; rather do 
they proceed from their own hand and 
from the evil devil. For where hath 
God declared or made it known that 
He is so minded, or would be so 
served as they imagine? But such is 
human reason: when it heareth the 
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name of God and ought to trust on 
Him, then it madly sets to work to 
settle ways and rules after its own 
mind and thoughts, how God should 
be dealt with. 

Now then, for that the words “ trust 
God and serve Him” may be so rendered 
that people may interpret them accord- 
ing to their own thoughts, some one 
way and some another; therefore He 
has fixed the same Himself in one 
certain place and one certain Person, so 
that He might be found and met with, 
that one might not miss Him. This 
is no other than the Person of Christ 
Himself, in whom dwelleth bodily (as 
St Paul says, Colossians i.) the whole 
fulness of the Godhead. Thus He is 
to be found nowhere else, but in this 
same Person. Therefore, He would 
say here:— Ye have heard that ye 
should trust in God; but I will also 
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shew you how ye may rightly meet 
with Him, that ye may not (under His 
name) make another God after your 
own thoughts. Believe ye in God, 
believe also in Me. Would ye rightly 
direct your faith and confidence so that 
it may not be falsely used? Then 
repose iton Me. For in Me the whole 
Godhead dwelleth bodily,” as He saith 
later on, “I am the way, the truth and 
the life,’ and ‘He who seeth Me 
seeth the Father; he who heareth Me 
heareth the Father.” Therefore, if ye 
would meet with Him for certain, then 
take hold of Him in Me, and through 
Me.” Of that the Father giveth witness 
Himself, as is shewn now and again in 
the Scriptures, that He is sent from the 
Father, and neither speaketh of Himself 
nor worketh of Himself, but all of 
' His Father’s word and commandment; 
so that no one may accept any other 
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Person or means whereby to lay hold of 
God than this one Christ; thus we may 
be certain that when we trust Him, we 
meet with no idol, as the rest do who 
go out of Christ in order to deal with 
God. Therefore, he that would walk 
aright and not fail of his belief, let 
him take note how God hath ordered 
this, and how all attempts to find 
Him otherwise are a failure and in 
vain. 

Thus, although I myself have been 
twenty years a monk and have martyred 
myself with prayers, fasts, watches and 
cold vigils, so that I might have died 
of frost alone, and have done myself 
as much ill as I will never do again 
even if I had the power, what have 
I then sought, other than God, that 
He might see how I held to my rule 
and led so strict a life; going about 
always as in a dream, in very idolatry? 
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For, I believed not in Christ, but held 
Him for no other than a strict, severe 
judge, such as He is pictured, sitting on 
the rainbow. Therefore, I sought other 
advocates, the Virgin and other saints, 
as well as my own works and service 
of faith, All this I did, not for 
money, nor for goods, but for God’s 
sake. Yet it was a false service and 
idolatry, because I knew not Christ, 
and sought not all in and through 
Him. 


True Christians must speak thus :— 
“ Here is my God; I will believe in no 
other than the maker of heaven and 
earth, who alone also is one with Him 
who is called Jesus Christ. There must 
I place my confidence; then I know 
that I have the true God. When I 
have Him then I can defy the devil and 
the world. Let them take from me 
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Mammon, goods, honour, life and limb, 
yet have I still a Christ that is Lord 
over life and death, the world and all 
besides; and even although the devil 
terrifies me and maketh me a heavy 
heart and conscience, he shall gain 
nothing thereby. For here is my Lord 
on whom I believe, and when I trust 
in Him, I trust in God, for He Himself 
is very God. Therefore, whatever ill 
may come to me of a temporal or 
transitory kind, all that I reckon as but 
loss, for the which He will give me life 
and treasure.” 


“Let the world and false saints frighten 
and oppose believers as they will, yet 
all is lost time and of no use. To meet 
it all ye need no other weapon or 
armour, but only that ye remain clinging 
to Me and so clinging to God. He 
cannot leave you but must help you. 
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Therefore, whether they hate you, per- 
secute you, or kill you, We will love 
you, take you up, protect you, and make 
you alive again, and alway dwell with 


you.” 


“In My Father’s house are many 
mansions.” 

Acutely hath St Augustine expounded 
this as to the heavenly mansions, even 
that for each his own mansion is 
ready and appointed for him, where 
he can dwell: but that Christ goeth 
thither to prepare the same, he acutely 
explains, can only signify that we are 
prepared for them. This is truly a 
subtle exposition and a good exegesis ; 
but we will not soar so high as 
he has done; rather would we handle 
it in the simplest way even as the text 
itself. 

He comforteth here His dear disciples 
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and all Christians in a threefold manner. 
The first is that they should know that 
many mansions are with the Father for 
them. These He setteth over against other 
divers houses or dwelling-places, as if He 
would say, “ Ye will not have here many 
houses neither a certain dwelling-place. 
For here hath the devil his kingdom, his 
house and dwelling where he is master and 
sitteth with hisown. Therefore (because 
ye strive againt him and his kingdom) 
he will not allow you to remain or dwell 
here.” 

But, be not afraid because of this 
(saith Christ); it shall not harm you ; 
even should ye have here no house or 
dwelling-place, or should the devil even 
drive you out of the world by means 
of his tyrants. Ye shall verily have 
room enough there, where ye shall dwell. 
Even should they not suffer you as 
citizens or neighbours, or even as guests, 
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and keep the world to themselves alone, 
then let them keep all, and know that 
ye shall nevertheless have a dwelling- 
place and even many of them. This 
should be the simplest meaning; even 
as He saith in another place (Matt. xix.), 
“ He who forsaketh,” even so is the 
meaning here. If they should drive you 
out of one house ye shall receive many 
houses for the same, if they should 
deprive you of anything ye shall receive 
manifold for it again. If ye have it not 
here, ye shall certainly possess it richly 
there. For He hath such great store, 
that He can give to every one a hundred 
dwellings for the one he hath lost. 
Therefore, be comforted and of good 
heart, whatever the world may take 
from you, the mansions of life are far 
more spacious than the mansions of 
death. Even if they should place you 
in dungeons and prisons, or drive you 
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out of the same, let not that trouble 
you; these are houses which belonged 
to the world; but ye look for another 
country for the which ye wait, and 
for all that ye shall receive and possess 
there. 

Thus, this text is spoken for the 
comfort of Christians, that they may 
not let themselves be dismayed although 
the world plague them in all kinds of 
ways, and not only depriveth them of © 
their dwelling, but taketh from them all 
that they have here of goods, honour, 
life, and throweth them into misery, 
poverty, nakedness, shame and death. 
They should hold on in faith to what 
they gain over against this paltry loss ; 
to wit, that where they are deprived 
of a present dwelling, they shall inherit 
better mansions, even in that region 
which is called “ My Father’s House.” 
“Where He is and dwelleth, there will 
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I and you also dwell (as He will say 
later on). Ye shall have heavenly, 
divine dwelling-places instead of one 
that is transitory and uncertain, which 
ye must all leave sooner or later; and 
shall enter into beautiful, spacious, 
eternal, safe and sure homes, which can- 
not be taken from you, and which will 
be kept securely for every one. What 
have they effected, although they now 
take all from you and thrust you quite 
away from them, except that they 
further your escape from this sorrow 
and misery to these same joyful, eternal, 
dwelling-places, where ye shall be no 
more in the devil’s kingdom, or separated 
from Me, but be eternally with the 
Father and Me, whither they can never 
come. Instead of being able to per- 
secute you, and having the world safe 
and sure for themselves, living in riches 
and pleasure, they will have no room 
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or place, either here or elsewhere; they 
will be eternally sad and sorrowful, and 
will not even possess a corner a moment 
long, where they may remain.” 

This they bring upon themselves in 
that they persecute you and think to 
put you to death. Therefore let them 
alone, let them go on raking, scratching, 
gathering for themselves, as if they were 
to remain always here and have the 
world to themselves; let them threaten 
and alarm as much as they can; it 
cannot help them, nor hurt us. Thus 
truly must think and act those who 
would be Christians, and those above 
all who would preach Christ. Quite 
another reckoning will be held there— 
He who gathereth much here, let him 
see to it what he will obtain there; 
and again he who’ hath suffered much 
(for Christ’s sake) will be recompensed 
there. 

62 


Parting W ords 


The other consolation is that He saith 
further, “If it were not so I would have 
told you, I go to prepare a place for 
you.” + Although the dwelling-places 
were not ready, yet if ye believe, I 
have the power to make and prepare 
enough of them and even on that ac- 
count I go away from you, that I may 
appoint them for you, although verily 
they be already there, and ye need not 
be anxious or doubtful as to where ye 
shall dwell. In short, mansions ye shall 
certainly have, enough and to spare, and 
though there were not enough I would 
create them for you, so that if it were 
too little that ye should possess a hundred — 
for one I would create one hundred 
thousand more that there should be no 
lack or stint of all kinds of mansions 
which your hearts might desire. 


And, thirdly, He says, though now 
| a 
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I leave you, be not dismayed as though 
I were lost to you. For I will not 
forsake you, but will come to you 
again and will fetch you tome. There- 
fore know that my departure shall not 
harm you but shall turn to good. I 
will make your dwelling ready with 
my Father, and will return to you and 
bring you along with me, that you may 
enter your mansions and be with me 
where I am. 

These three points are our comfort 
against Satan, the world and all evil. 
Yet it is a comfort that is hidden; it 
doth not appear. For we see and feel. 
that the world and the evil powers play 
their game continually against the Gospel 
and the Christians. So much the more 
the Lord calls us to trust. As who 
should say “ Be patient for a little and 
cleave to My word: then though things 
get worse and you find no place left 
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for you; yet this you have to look to, 
not what goes on here, but what I speak 
and tell you—I will come again and 
take you to Myself.” Even so St Paul 
tells us that when we are baptized into 
Christ we have Him dwelling in us and 
with us, and are set with Him in 
heavenly places. 


“J am the Way and the Truth and 
the Life.” 

Now when that hour cometh that our 
doings and workings must needs cease, 
when we may no longer remain here, 
and such a question ariseth as—‘ Where 
now shall I find a bridge or stepping- 
stones upon which I may venture myself 
in order to reach that better country?” 
—when it cometh to this, I say, see that 
thou regardest neither human ways, nor 
thine own holy life or works, but rather 
leave all such in the keeping of our 
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Lord’s Prayer, saying, “‘ Forgive us our 
debts”; and commit thyself alone to 
Him that speaketh thus: “I am the 
Way.” See that thou fasten right deeply 
on thine imagination this saying, even as 
if thou didst hear the Christ presently 
saying to thee as. He doth here to 
Thomas: ‘ Wherefore considerest and 
searchest thou after other ways ?”—to Me 
only must thou look and remain looking, 
thinking only of that which I say unto 
thee, “I am the Way.” See only that 
thou venture thyself upon Me—that is, 
hold on to Me with firm faith and all 
confidence of heart, I will be the bridge 
and carry thee also across it, so that in a 
moment thou shalt arrive out of the 
valley of Death’s Shadow into that better 
country. For I am He Who Myself 
have designed the path, Who have My- 
self trodden it in order that I may bring 
thee and all who trust in Me, along it. 
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Only see that thou repose thyself un- 
doubtingly upon Me; only dare to 
venture all, so that thou mayest set forth 
with courage and with joy, dying in My 


name. 


Now, when it cometh to obtaining this 
eternal life with God, I must have a 
treasure in my heart upon which I can 
certainly rely, thus: “Even should I be 
bereft of all, yet have I still the treasure 
which endureth eternally, which can 
neither fail me nor forsake me, which is 
neither the work nor the desert of others, 
but which is itself the Way, the Truth 
and the Life, even Him alone by whom 
we come unto the Father; it is there that 
I would abide, living and dying unto 
Him.” 


“Tf thou even now seest and hearest 
the Christ, so verily seest and hearest thou 
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also the Father revealing Himself to thee.” 
“ For the words which I speak unto you” 
(as He sayeth further on) “are not mine 
but the Father’s;” also in another place: 
“This is the will of My Father, that he 
who seeth the Son and believeth on Him 
hath eternal life.’ Now he who graspeth 
these words with the hand of faith can 
certainly not think that God is angry 
with him. For there is verily here no 
word or expression of any displeasure, 
but only friendly, loving words and 
looks, and, in short, only the warmth 
and the glory of unspeakable Fatherly 
love. 


“That the Father may be glorified in 
the Son.” This is no other, but that the 
Father be acknowledged as a merciful, 
loving Father, Who would not willingly 
be angry with us nor condemn us, but 
Who forgiveth sin, and bestoweth all His 
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favour upon us, for the sake of Christ 
His Son. This is the true honour which 
appertaineth unto God. In this doth a 
true confidence arise in our hearts, so that 
they take refuge in Him, and can call upon 
Him in every time of need, giving thanks 
unto Him for His favour and loving 
kindness, confessing His name and His 
law unto all men, the which is the true 
service, which pleaseth Him, and by the 
which He is glorified. 


A Comforter—One who maketh a 
sorrowful heart to smile and_ rejoice 
before God; One who biddeth thee 
be of good courage, as a man to whom 
sin is forgiven, death is destroyed, heaven 
is open, and God Himself maketh His 
face to shine. 


“ Peace I leave with you.” 
Here are parting words as of one 
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setting forth on a journey, who sayeth 
good-night and giveth his blessing. 
“This is my farewell” (saith He); “I 
depart from hence and know of nothing 
earthly to bequeath to you, but that 
which I leave to you, even my will for 
you, is—Peace.” Unto this he addeth 
these words: ‘‘ Not as the world giveth, 
give I unto you,” as if He would say: 
“T know of no greater treasure to leave 
you than that it may go well with you.” 
For there is no one who possesseth Peace, 
but that it goeth well with him and even 
as it should go. Thus, in the Hebrew 
tongue, the word “peace” signifieth no 
other than welfare. . . . Now these are 
right comforting and loving words, even 
that He would bequeath them, not cities 
and castles, neither silver nor gold, but 
Peace, the greatest treasure in heaven or 
earth, so that from Him they should 
have neither fear nor sorrow, but only 
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a right blessed, a most desirable Heart- 
peace. For as far as in Me lieth (saith 
‘ He) ye shall have nothing but peace and 
joy. For even so have I spoken unto 
you and carried Myself towards you 
that ye have seen and acknowledged 
that I love you from my very heart, 
and would do you every good, also that 
My Father meaneth most graciously by 
you. Now this is verily the best that I 
can bestow upon you. For, when the 
heart is at peace there dwelleth truly the 
purest peace—as we say: “ Heart-joy is 
above all other joys, and again, Heart- 
sorrow is the greatest of SOITOWS.” 

I know and acknowledge before the 
whole world that I do believe on this 
Man, and would abide in Him even to 
the forsaking of life itself, rather than 
deny Him; in this faith would I live, and 
continue living. Unto this alone I go 
out and in, I eat and drink, I sleep and 
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wake, I rule, I work, I serve and suffer 
all, even in the faith, of Him in Whose 
name I am baptized, and know also that 
these are good fruits, well-pleasing unto 
God. For such a man, whatever be his 
manner of life or works, it is all sweet 
and agreeable: there is nothing for him 
so great or so heavy but that he can 
bear and suffer it. 


** Now if thou abide in My word and 
I abide in thee, then My word and thy 
heart have become as one, and thou 
needest not inquire further in what way 
I abide in thee, for that wilt thou verily 
see in our future life.” 


“¢ And whatsoever ye shall ask in My 
name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
anything in My name, I will do a 
(John xiv. 13, 14.) 
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It is a tremendously hard thing to 
pray aright, yea, it is verily the science 
of all sciences—even to pray so that the 
heart may approach unto God with all 
gracious confidence and say, “‘ Our Father 
which art in heaven.” For he who can 
take to himself such confidence of grace 
is already over the hill Difficulty, and 


has laid the foundation-stone of the 


temple of Prayer. 


“Neither pray I for these alone, but 
for them also which shall believe on Me 
through their word.” (John xvii. 20.) 

We would engrave this text in letters 
of fine gold, seeing it is one that has 
more especially to do with us. . - . For, 
in order that no trembling conscience 
might doubt or say, “ Yea, He has 
prayed verily for the apostles and the 
Jews, but what about me?” there- 
fore He’ anticipates us, naming and 
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comprehending us Gentiles also, and em- 
bracing the whole of Christendom up 
till the last day. This prayer is to 
reach the whole world, wherever the 
words and preaching of the apostles 
shall penetrate, and be accepted by faith, 
without exception of place and person. 
This is our defence and consolation, our 
treasure and our jewel, for verily there 
is for us Gentiles no more comforting 
saying in the Scriptures than just this. 
Mark also in this text how Christ values 
and praises the preaching of the apostles, 
that by means of it we may come to 
think and believe on Him. 


“That they all may be one; as 
Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in 
Thee, that they also may be one in 
Us." V¥ 22a.) : 

To him who believeth on this preach- 
ing of the apostles it is promised by 
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Christ in virtue of this prayer that he 
shall be one with the whole of Christen- 
dom, that that which bringeth him (as 
a member) good or evil, bringeth it thus 
also to the whole body. . . . Now, how 
could any one wish for anything more 
blessed than to enter into this fellowship 
and communion? . .. For, who can 
withstand or harm one who is so pro- 
tected, with whom, if he suffers, heaven 
and earth and all the saints and angels 
sorrow? And even if a past sin should 
lay hold upon him, alarming and over- 
whelming his conscience and threatening 
him with the devil, death and hell, then 
saith God Himself with all the general 
assembly and church of the firstborn, 
“Sin, thou dare not accuse him; Death, 
thou dare not destroy him; Hell thou 
shalt not devour him.” 

But it taketh Faith to lay hold on 
this, for, to the eyes of the world, and 
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of pure reason, it seemeth quite other- 
wise, yea, just the contrary. 


‘That the world may believe that 
Thou hast sent Me.” (V. 21.) 

Now, this is the fruit that should 
follow from such a union, even that 
the word of Christ should multiply and 
be accepted in the world as the word 
of God, in the which there dwelleth an 
almighty, inexhaustible power and an 
eternal treasure of all goodness and 
blessedness. ‘This is the high, the true, 
the rare wisdom, it is the hidden 
wisdom and can never be searched out ; 
therefore the Lord can speak no other- 
wise, and seeketh to impress it thoroughly 
on our minds. For, it entereth not 
naturally into the human heart, that it 
must go utterly out of itself, counting 
as nothing all that it can know or do, 
and must creep all naked as it is, into 
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Christ’s righteousness, holiness and 
wisdom, as they are revealed and com- 
municated to us in the very foolishness 
of preaching. 


“ And the glory which Thou gavest 
Me I have given them; that they 
may be one, even as We are one.” 
(N22) 

Mark only how long our Lord 
dwelleth and insisteth on that one thing, 
that He might persuade us that this is 
verily the greatest, the worthiest and the 
most comforting discourse that has ever 
yet been preached. 

“TI have given them,” saith He, “ My 
glory.” This is indeed a glorious and 
splendid treasure, not only of mere value 
but of very truth. What then is the 
glory which Christ hath and giveth? 
Even that which He hath afore men- 
tioned, “that they all may be one, even 
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as I and the Father are one.” This is 
the veritable treasure and a source, yea, 
the very fountain-head of all divine good, 
consolation and blessedness to all who are 
enabled to believe thereon. Faith, how- 
ever, is not an inactive lifeless mode of 
thought, but a living, earnest, comforting 
and reliable confidence of the heart in 
such a glory, by which we, with and 
through Christ, become one with the 
Father. . . . Whence then cometh this 
same glory— that they all may be one 
with Christ and the Father” ?—Not from 
our works and worthiness, but through 
the word that He hath given us. It 
cannot be earned, either by human works 
or efforts, but it is purchased and 
brought to us through Christ. 


“That they may be made perfect in 
one.” 3i(Wi).283) 
Only see how our Lord repeateth 
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the very same words, as if He could 
do no other, and yet it all seemeth so 
childlike in the eyes of reason, that I 
might say, and have indeed often said, 
that I have never read a book that 
seemeth so simple, yet that graspeth 
such great and unspeakable things, with 
such childlike words. 

“It is not enough,” saith He, ‘that 
they be one, but they must also be 
perfect in one,” as if He would say, 
“T have indeed a Christendom of whom 
all are and shall be one, but there are 
many among them that are still weak 
in faith.” 

So also speaketh St Paul (Col. ii): 
“Ye are complete in Him,” z.e. ye have 
all in Christ, so that ye need seek no 
further; in Him ye lack nothing, but 
it is faith ye lack. Therefore, he that 
hath Christ is complete indeed, he pos- 
sesses a full, a perfect treasure-house of 
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all good that he can desire, eternal life, 
wisdom, righteousness—and he only 
needeth to see that he hold fast to 
it. . . . Yet, we carry our treasure in 
earthen vessels (2 Cor. iv. 7). There- 
fore we must work daily by means of 
prayer, preaching and_ exhortation, 
through many sorrows and temptations, 
that we lose not such a glorious treasure 
. . . but venture all for it, even all that 
we are and all we possess. 


“‘ And hast loved them even as Thou 
hast loved Me.” 

Now here is what should follow from 
this word and revelation, even that our 
hearts may be able to acknowledge joy- 
fully and undoubtingly that they are 
God’s dear children, and that they 
possess a loving and gracious Father. 
For this belongeth to Christ and His 
office, that by His word He assureth us 
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that we are provided by God with all 
love and mercy, even with the same 
love wherewith He hath loved His own 
Son from eternity; that there is indeed 
a love in Christ, and for Christ’s sake, 
even an unsearchable, an eternal love 
which no human heart can compre- 
hend. | 

Behold, this is the glorious, the un- 
speakable glory, assured to us in Christ 
through faith in His word, until in that 
future life we possess it in very deed 
and truth. 


“ Father, I will that they also whom 
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where 
Pam? (NV. -24.) 

Now these are the most comforting 
words in this prayer for all who place 
their trust in Christ—shewing us what 
we have to look for, because that in this 
world we have no abiding city. 
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For we know that a Christian is liable 
to lose all favour and comfort that are 
of a worldly nature, that he may be 
in daily danger of life and limb, and 
may expect death at any hour. And 
death is indeed a terrible and unnatural 
thing. . . . Therefore Christ provideth 
for us, like unto a good and faithful 
Shepherd, and promiseth us that He 
will provide a mansion for us, so that 
we may be with Him, even as He is 
with the Father... . Now where is 
this mansion, and what is its name ?— 
“Where [ am,” saith He, ze. in the 
Father's bosom to which all the angels 
will run to carry us. . . . Therefore, 
let us make this promise the refuge of . 
our souls; and with joyful hearts let 
us fare forth upon it, when the happy 
hour has come, when we, being released 
from all sin and from all sorrow, shall 
enter into eternal rest and joy.—Now, 
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these words are spoken to us, men of 
flesh and blood, and not to the angels 
or to the saints that are gone. And 
especially note these words “I will ”— 
how He speaketh with the Father as 
One Who will take no refusal, that the 
promise may be sure and certain, from 
One Who cannot lie or deceive. 


“© righteous Father, the world hath 
not known Thee: but I have known 
Thee, and these have known that 
Thou hast sent Me.” (V. 25.) 

That is, I know that I proclaim Thy 
word, even the word of the one true 
God, and shew forth how Thou wouldest 
be believed on, that men may honour 
and praise Thee for Thy goodness and 
mercy, which the world will not accept, 
but only casts away. But these my 
Christians, which Thou hast given Me, 
they know Thee also, even in that Thou 
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hast sent Me, for in this the Father 
revealeth Himself. 


“And I have declared unto them Thy 
Name, and will declare it.” (V. 26.) 

I have given them Thy word through 
the which Thy name is revealed to 
them, what Thou art, and for what 
men should honour Thee. For to 
know indeed the Father is not alone 
that we know that He hath created 
heaven and earth,—but that He has 
sent His Son into the world and given 
Him to us, in order to take away sin 
and death, and procure to us the Father’s 
mercy and favour. 

This is the true name of God, which 
sheweth us what He hath in His mind 
toward us, and which openeth up to 
us His Fatherly heart and His will, 
His thoughts and His good pleasure. i 4). 
He that knoweth Him not thus, knoweth 
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Him not at all, neither knoweth he how 
he should serve and know Him. 

Note also that He addeth, “and will 
declare it,’—both by my word and 
spirit, so that ye need seek no other 
and no higher way but only lay hold on 
this way more earnestly. For herein 
lieth the power of learning to know the 
Father by faith, that the heart may with 
good comfort and with joyful confidence 
live before him and fear no anger. Yet 
there is verily no more difficult art in 
heaven or on earth. 


“ That the love wherewith Thou hast 
loved Me, may be in them, and I in 
them.” (V. 26.) 

This is verily the aim and object of it 
all, even that we come to recognise the 
Father’s will and heart, first revealed 
to us by His word, thereafter to be 
contemplated in a future life, how He 
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hath loved us, and will love us through all 
eternity, for the sake of His Son, Jesus 
Christ. When we possess this, we hold 
the most precious treasure of our salva- 
tion and our consolation, we dwell in 
Him and He in us, so that we are all 
united in one. 

May Christ our Lord keep and 
strengthen us in such a pure knowledge 
and oneness of faith, till the day of His 
glorious appearing, to whom be praise, 
honour and glory, with God the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, to all eternity. 
Amen. 
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